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THE EMANCIPATION OF SLAVES BY HENRY CLAY
Although Henry Clay opposed slavery as an institution, he accepted the evil as a matter of practical business in the operation of his five hundred acre estate called "Ashland". located a mile and an half east of Lexington, Kentucky.
Possessing on the average about fifty hands, the Kentuckian established himself as one of the largest slaveholders in his section of the Bluegrass.' Clay was a kind owner. Extensive research reveals that he respected the personality of his slaves2 and permitted his body servants considerable 9 Letter of Henry Clay to P. R. Fendall, September 10, 1830, Duke University Library Collection, microfilm copy at the University of Kentucky.
